Pearland, Texas
From http://anticorruptionrepublican.blogspot.com/2007/12/ib-program-and-pearland-isd.html

I think it is appropriate to explain my opposition to the IB Program in this post. During the course of trying to determine why in the world Pearland ISD would eliminate the academically rigorous Accelerated Class format in favor of the less rigorous "GT Cluster Class"* model at Carleston Elementary, I was told without hesitation that the IB Program - Primary Years Programme discourages the use of ability grouping children as was the practice in the Accelerated Class. Later, as it became clear that I was becoming an opponent of the IB Program over this matter, Pearland administrators denied that the IB Program factored into the elimination of Accelerated Classes.

Ultimately, I left Pearland ISD because the district had watered down the academic curriculum for my son. I asked them to reconsider, and was flatly told that the academically rigorous Advanced Class was gone for good. That position made my decision to go to private school easy. And yes, I believe the policy of the International Baccalaureate Organization to discourage ability-grouped Accelerated Classes in the PYP is what led Pearland ISD to eliminate Accelerated Classes.

===

* "GT Cluster Classes" are not intended to be Accelerated Classes. They are not intended to challenge students to their ability. "GT Cluster Classes" are not intended to take the curriculum above grade-level. High ability kids are intentionally held at grade-level in "GT Cluster Classes".

For that matter, the GT Program as implemented at Pearland ISD is not intended to be an accelerated program. It is not intended to challenge students above grade-level. Also, the IB Program - Primary Years Programme is NOT an accelerated program. The curriculum to be used is to be only at grade-level. Despite proclamations from Pearland ISD administrators, the IB Program - Primary Years Programme is NOT an advanced program.

All of this puts parents who value academic rigor in an uncomfortable position. It was simply not an option to keep my child in public school when the school district had no intention of challenging him to his ability. Fortunately, the Anti-Corruption family is in a financial position to consider private school. As parents of high-ability children realize that public schools don't even intend to challenge students above grade-level, I fear that a two-tiered school system will emerge. Parents of high-ability children intuitively realize that they can't leave their kids in a school that won't challenge them. Those with the financial resources will abandon public schools in favor of private schools that do value academic rigor. Public schools will face an enrollment that is less and less affluent. This is not good for public schools or public school students. For the life of me, I can't explain the actions of Pearland ISD. 
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