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TheTruth About | B

The International Baccalaureate Organization officially formed in 1968 to serve the children of
UN diplomats who traveled around the globe and were in need of a recognizable standard for
admission into Universities. According to former IBO Director General George Walker, the
intellectual process which would culminate in the IB Diploma Programme was begun by
Marie-Therese Maurette in 1948 when she wrote a paper for UNESCO called “Ways for
Educating for Peace: do they exist?” Maurette had outlined a program and pedagogy which
included the following elements:

Geography should be taught starting not with the student’s country of origin but with the whole
world

History should not be taught before the age of 12 to avoid it becoming a catalogue of national
heroes and patriotic celebrations. When introduced, it must be world history

Each week there should be an hour’ s lesson of “national culture” taught to classes divided into
small national groups, but this will be deliberately subordinated to international
geography and history.

Promotion of bilingualism

Regular debates should encourage students to think about world affairs

Students should take part in sports, community service and in the life of the school.

According to lan Hill, Deputy Director General of 1BO, “The primary goal of IBO is the
promotion of world citizenship.” Currently, IBO is asignatory to a Peace Education agreement
with UNESCO through the year 2010 whereby IBO agrees to integrate the UNESCO
educational goals into every aspect of its curriculum:
http://www3.unesco.org/iycp/Report/IBO.pdf . IBO and its representatives often publicly
deny arelationship with the UN, but it is there in black and white in addition to annual funding
of IBO by the UN which can be viewed in any of its annual reports.

Many dismiss the IBO/UN relationship and for the rest of this brochure, | shall dothe same as|
feel there are enough deficienciesin the program’s design to discourage any American general
public school from implementing the program without getting into the politics of it. However,
the history of the organization should be known and its ongoing attempts to sugar coat its true
agenda and philosophy should be kept in mind every time one asks a legitimate question about
IB and is unable to get a legitimate answer.

IBO claims a “rigorous’ approval process which takes approximately two years. Actualy,
there is nothing terribly rigorous about the process except the strain it puts on a district’s
budget. There is absolutely no evidence of a school EVER being denied IBO authorization. In
fact, IBO has approved several schools in Floridawhich had received agrade of ‘F from the
State. http://www.duvalschools.org/reseval/SchlmpPlans/2008/092_SIP_2007-2008.pdf
According to IBO representative Ralph Cline, the IB Diploma Programme was designed to be
implemented in magnet schools or to be run as a“school within a school”. (Upper St. Clair, PA
Minority Report, 2006). Of the current 616 IB DP schools in the U.S., 10% are private schools
and 60% are magnet or charter schools. From U.S. News & World Reports
http://www.ushews.com/blogs/college-rankings-blog/index2.html -

In addition, Elizabeth Brock, head of research, development, and communications for 1B North

America, says.
The IB is committed to providing rigorous, international education to students from
around the world. In the United Sates, the IB has received much support from
governments and policymakers, including the U.S. Department of Education and
local school districts, to increase student achievement and to turn around
low-per forming schools.

IB is not for everyone. Only the full diploma program is recognized by some universities as a
“gold standard”. In the general public schools where the DP has been implemented, the number
of actual full diploma candidates hovers in the 5-8% range of graduating seniors. For example,
in Locust Valley HS, NY, Class of 2007, there were 160 seniors. Of those, 20 were full DP. Of
those, only 14 earned the IB diploma, (4 were earned on appeal). What people need to know
about the IB Diplomaiis that just earning it is no guarantee of scholarships or sophomore status.
An IB Diploma can be awarded with a point range of 24-45. Schools like Towson University
will award sophomore status to a student who scores 30 or higher, and schools like Harvard or
Oxford are looking for scores upwards of 38 to even be considered for admission.

Unlike AP, a school may not simply pick and choose IB courses to offer, it must buy the
complete package. A school does not have the choice of not offering the Theory of Knowledge
course as it is one of the key components of the Diploma program. A school agrees to make
the DP central to its scheduling and to fully support all aspects of the DP. This includes hiring
an IB Coordinator, an EE Coordinator and a CAS Coordinator in addition to running TOK,
even if you only have four students sign up to be full DP.

So what of the students who don’t want to be full DP but want to take one or two IB courses?
They can, of course, however there are two levels of 1B courses, SL (Standard Level) and HL
(Higher Level). The vast majority of colleges and universities in this country do not
recognize SL 1B courses for college credit, only HL. So what is the difference between the
two levels in terms of difficulty? After four years of research, | have been unable to obtain a
definitive explanation from IBO. All IBO will say is SL are supposed to be 150 hours and HL
are 240 hours. This begs the question, if such is the case, why don’t universities give IB SL
courses credit in the same manner as one year AP credit?

One of the only reports in existence which actually compares IB and AP is the Fordham
Report. It should be noted that the Math Professor who participated in the study asked to have
his name removed from the report because his results were changed to favor IB.
http://www.csun.edu/~vemth0Om/wp2.pdf IB Math and Science are relatively
non-controversial, however it is the History of the Americas course which has caused many
great concern from day one. In the Fordham Report, they state: “this option is neither detailed
nor rich enough to serve asthe sole coursein U.S. History for American high school students.”
http://www.edexcellence.net/doc/APIB.pdf (pg. 51)

Any genera public high school considering implementing 1B should take into account the
impact it will have on an existing AP program. While IBO representatives will tell schools
they can probably run both or combine classes, what traditionally happensis due to the limited
number of advanced students in any but the largest of high schools, students are
“recommended” for and pushed towards IB by teachers and guidance counselors at the
directive of the administration, instead of AP, so that districts can justify the tremendous
expense of the program and show better numbers. A subsequent low sign-up for an AP course
forces the Board to examine its minimum class size policy and often forces those classes to be
cut. IBO even has a document on how to implement 1B in an AP school. It should be noted that
neither of the schools mentioned in this document presently offer AP.

http://search.ibo.org/cs.html Zcharset=iso-8859-1& url=http%3A//www.ibo.org/ibna/acti onpack




s/documentsUPDATED-CSIBAPSCHOOL .pdf & qt=ap& col=ibeng& n=3& la=enas

OTHER IB FACTS:

1. Any student work submitted to IBO for assessment becomes the “absolute property” of 1BO.

2. IBO requires submission of medical and psychological reports for students with disabilities

for consideration of testing modifications

http://search.ibo.org/cs. htmI ?charset-lso 8859-1& urI http%3A//www ibo.org/ibnalresearch/do
s/Ab:

3. An IB Certificate is nothing more than arecei pt for the exam fee and areporting of the score
earned, pass or fail.

4. B has caused controversy in NY, PA, NJ, TX, CO, VA, UT, NH and MN.

5. IBO'stesting history is certainly not without its flaws : (27,000 in UK take IB History exam
given two years earlier)
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article1795958.ece . Although |
cannot provide you with apressrelease, at LVHS last year, our HL Bio students were very
disappointed as a major portion of their finals went missing when atruck carrying the examsin
Argentinawas hijacked and IBO refused to adjust the grades for the missing portion.

6. IBO refuses to disclose the salary of its top executives.

7. Jay Mathews, the author of Newsweek’ s Best High Schools List and journalist for the
Washington Post, had his book Supertest: How the I nternational Baccalaureate Can
Strengthen Our Schools co-authored and published by IBO. (lan Hill and Blouke Carus).
Mathews s therefore financially biased in favor of IB and continues to be this country’s
leading (and only?) media promoter of 1B.

8. The U.S. News and World Reports’ first Best High Schools List (2007) was unable to
include 1B schools due to “lack of verifiable data”. Thisyear’slist is due out in October and an
effort to include |B schoolsisbeing “worked on”. Unlike the Newsweek List, U.S. News
includes passing scores on AP exams as part of its methodology.

OTHER CONCERNS

I1B causes controversy and divisiveness in communities not fully informed and on board with
the “ programme”

Scheduling problems - dueto the IB DP srestrictive construct, students often have to go
without lunch or are forced to drop band, chorus, orchestra or other extra-curricular
activities

Additional layer of bureaucracy, loss of local control

Legal questions remain unanswered: |BO requires any litigation to be handled in the courts of
Geneva, Switzerland. http://www.eagl ef orum.org/educate/2006/may06/1 BSchools.html

TOK forces students to question their faith and family values they were raised with.

IB History only covers a 100 year period, requires extensive curriculum rewriting to meet most
State standards for graduation requirements.

IB creates an elitist atmosphere within the school and often forces the elimination of Honors
and AP courses

High teacher and administrative turnover - while no cumulative data exists on the issue, at
Locust Valey HS , NY, since IB was implemented in 2004, there have been 3 IB
Coordinators and the HS is now searching for its 4" HS Principal in 4 years. The
original Principal who ushered in IB was promoted to Asst. Supt in January of 2006, and
has also resigned as of 7/1/08. All of these administrators in addition to many teachers
who have left the district, were trained in 1B and now all new personnel must be trained
in their stead. Training averages $1500 per teacher, per 3 day session. Most training takes
place during the school year, requiring the hiring of untrained substitutes at additional
cost to the district and loss of educational time for the students. LVHS is a general public
high school with 650 students.

| hope this information is helpful as you consider whether or not to proceed with the
implementation of IB. | have been accused of spreading “misinformation” and “ propaganda’,
yet everything | have relayed to you in this letter is verifiable. | am featured in Jay Mathews'
book Supertest, Chapter 45, and criticized in former IBO Director General George Walker's
2005 Plenary Speech (as Mrs. Long Island) for my concern of his endorsement of loss of
individua (and national) sovereignty : (pg. 4)
http://www.ibo.org/dg/emeritus/speeches/documents/ibna._jul05.pdf. Mr. Walker urges
supporters of IB to:

“w

...........recognize that difference, to be able to describe it and to be prepared to defend it.
Increasingly, there will be moments in this region when we shall all need to stand up and be
counted” .

If Mr. Walker considers me enough of a philosophical threat to “stand up and be counted”
against, | hope you will give due consideration to my position and research on IB. Please feel
free to contact me a lisamc3@optonlinenet with any further questions

Lisa McLoughlin is available as an independent consultant to American public school districts
considering the implementation of IB. Phase B of the IB authorization process requires
districts to hire an IB consultant. Board of Education Trustees, as representatives of the Public
Trust, should avail themselves of the opportunity to hear both sides of the IB story before
investing taxpayer dollarsinto this expensive educational program. If interested, please e-mail
lisamc3@optonline.net for information on fee and availability.

“McLoughlin, in my view, has become the liveliest and most intelligent IB critic in the
country.” ~Jay Mathews, The Washington Post, 10/09/07



